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SUBJECT: US-FRENCH PLANNING TALKS 
REF: STATE 7308 

1. FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTRY PLANNING STAFF (CAP) OFFICIALS 
DE MONTBRIAL AND GERGORIN HAVE FOR SOME TIME EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN PLANNING TALKS WITH LORD AND S/P. AT INITIAL 
BRIEF LORD DEMONTBRIAL MEETING IN SEPTEMBER WE AGREED IN 
PRINCIPLE TO TALKS SOMETIME AFTER THE FIRST OF THE YEAR 
WITH THE DATE TO BE SET LATER. AFTER FOLLOW-UP CONTACT IN 
JANUARY BY GERARD ERRERA, FRENCY EMBASSY CAP ’'CORRESPONDENT", 
WITH S/P DEPUTY BARTHOLOMEW WE HAVE NOW AGREED WITH CAP TO 
HOLD PLANNING TALKS IN PARIS APRIL 17-18 FOLLOWING CONCLU- 
SION OF APAG MEETING. WE ENVISAGE INFORMAL WIDE- 
RANGING DISCUSSION WITHOUT EXCHANGE OF PAPERS, BUT WITH 
AGREED AGENDA. EACH SIDE WOULD KICK OFF DISCUSSION OF 
AGENDA TOPICS WITH BRIEF INFORMAL PRESENTATION. S/P WOULD 
BE REPRESENTED BY LORD AND BARTHOLOMEW AND POSSIBLY ONE OR 
TWO OTHERS. 
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FYI: OUR PRELIMINARY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT CAP MAY 
WISH TO RESTRICT PARTICIPATION TO "PLANNERS" ON BOTH SIDES. 

WE DO NOT WISH AT THIS TIME TO COMMIT OURSELVES TO A 
REGULAR PATTERN OF PLANNING DISCUSSIONS WITH THE FRENCH 
SUCH AS WE HAVE WITH THE BRITISH, GERMANS AND OTHERS, 

OR TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER MEETINGS. A ONE- 
TIME MEETING IS ALL THAT IS BEING SET UP FOR NOW. END FYI 
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2. WE WILL BE DISCUSSING AGENDA FURTHER WITH ERRERA ONCE 
HE HAS OBTAINED CAP'S VIEWS, WHICH WE HAVE REQUESTED, AND 
WHEN OUR OWN THINKING IS FURTHER ADVANCED. IN THIS CON- 
NECTION, WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S VIEWS ON POSSIBLE 
AGENDA FOR THE MEETING, POINTS WE SHOULD STRESS IN TALKS 
THEMSELVES, AND POINTS FRENCH MAY WISH PARTICULARLY TO MAKE 
WITH US. FURTHER, WHILE WE HAD REASONABLY GOOD UNDERSTAND- 
ING OF CAP'S BUREAUCRATIC POSITION AND SUBSTANTIVE ROLE AND 
WORK FROM PAST EMBASSY REPORTING AND OUR OWN CONTACTS, WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE APPRAISAL OF CAP'S CURRENT STATUS WITHIN 
QUAI FOLLOWING RECENT EXTENSIVE HIGH-LEVEL PERSONNEL 
CHANGES. WE KNOW THAT CAP HAS DONE CONSIDERABLE WORK 

ON ENERGY AND HAVE RECENTLY LEARNED THAT IT WROTE PAPERS 
FOR THE FRENCH DEFENSE REVIEW. WE ARE PARTICULARY INTER- 
ESTED IN SUBJECTS CAP WORKS ON AND HOW IT FUNCTIONS IN 
THE QUAI VIS-A-VIS MINISTER AND BUREAUS, AND ITS EXTERNAL 
CONTACTS, PARTICULARLY WITH ELYSEE STAFF. 

3. LORD AND BARTHOLOMEW (AND POSSIBLY ONE OTHER) WILL 
ARRIVE PARIS MORNING OF APRIL 14 FOR APAG ROYAUMONT 
MEETINGS WHICH BEGIN WITH DINNER THAT EVENING AND END WITH 
LUNCH HOSTED BY FRENCH AT QUAI APRIL 17. THEY WOULD LIKE 

TO PAY CALL ON AMBASSADOR. AND HAVE DISCUSSIONS WITH HIM 
AND OTHERS IN EMBASSY AFTERNOON OF 14 APRIL. THEY WOULD 
ALSO APPRECIATE EMBASSY IDEAS RE FRENCH OFFICIALS ON WHOM 
THEY MIGHT CALL DURING WEEK IF APAG ARRANGEMENTS PERMIT. 

4. REQUEST EMBASSY TENTATIVELY RESERVE FOUR SINGLES AT 
MAYFAIR FOR NIGHTS APRIL 17-19. (WE UNDERSTAND FRENCH 
WILL BE MAKING HOTEL ARRANGEMENTS FOR APAG ATTENDEES 
NIGHTS APRIL 14-16.) WE WILL CONFIRM NEARER TO DATES OF 
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